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Dates to Remember

January 15, 2009 — Farming for Carbon, Yakama Indian Nation Longhouse
January 19 - Cattlemen’s College Program, Eagle’s Lodge, Toppenish
January 31 — Cattlemen’s Western Party, Convention Center, 6:00 p.m.
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Cattlemen’s College Program

January 19, 2009, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
Eagle’s Lodge, 515 S. Division Street,
Toppenish, WA. Subjects include: genetics,
nutrition, heifer development and
reproduction.

This is a co-sponsored program with Yakima
County Cattlemen’s Association and Pfizer.
Contact Justin Waddington (509) 949-9243 for
questions.

Manure Value at Historic Levels

Manure from livestock producers, both large
and small, has historically been viewed as a
liability because of time needed to scrape,
load, haul and spread. However, this is no
longer the case. In fact, with the dramatic shift
in fertilizer prices for nitrogen and
phosphorus, the value of manure has never
been higher and more economical to use as
fertilizer. With overall input costs soaring,
livestock producers will be ahead to utilize
their manure effectively in their cropping
operations and/or merchandise the manure as
a potential revenue stream.

Feedlot manure will generally contain between
10 to 20 pounds per ton of both nitrogen and

phosphate. The nutrient profile can be
influenced by many factors, including dietary
nutrient levels, frequency of manure scraping,
and length of stockpiling before spreading.
Since some nitrogen is volatile in manure, the
longer it stays on the pen surface, the larger
losses of nitrogen one can expect. Typically 50
percent of the nitrogen excreted is lost to
volatilization before it is scraped and land
applied Also, for operations that scrape and
stockpile manure for spreading at a later time,
the nitrogen in the stockpiles will begin to
breakdown over several months of storage.

However, since phosphate is not volatile or
reduced by composting, its levels are generally
unchanged compared to the amount that is
actually excreted.

Nitrogen in manure is in two forms, inorganic
and organic. In the case of beef feed-lot
manure, about 35 percent is in inorganic form
while 65 percent is in an organic form.

The inorganic portion is readily available for
crop use. This is also the type of nitrogen that
is volatile and lost from the pen or field
surface. Secondly, manure contains organic
nitrogen, which needs to undergo
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mineralization to be available for crop use.
Typically, 25 percent of the organic nitrogen
will mineralize for the next crop utilization,
with 12 percent mineralized for year two and
6 percent for year three. Producers need to be
aware of the nitrogen crediting that they can
do to reduce cost on future years to fully
utilize the nitrogen in manure that is applied.
Finally, when solid manure is field applied,
the impact of crop available nitrogen is
directly related to the timing of incorporation
into the soil. If manure is incorporated within
1 day of spreading, approximately 90 percent
of the inorganic nitrogen will be retained.

However, if incorporation does not occur for 7
days or longer, or in the case of no-till is solely
surface applied, only about 5 percent will
remain for crop use. In the case of phosphate,
all will be retained for use regardless of
application timing and incorporation. Also, it
is generally viewed that 100 percent of the
phosphate in manure is available for crop use.

Producers need to properly distribute nutrients
to avoid a buildup of an excessive amount of
phosphate. Historically, most producers have
spread solid manure to meet the nitrogen
requirement for the upcoming crop, but this
also spreads enough phosphate for multiple
years.

Given current fertilizer costs of $0.90 per
pound of nitrogen and $1.25 per pound of
phosphate, the value of manure is at historic
levels. With an estimated 15 pounds of
nitrogen per ton in feedlot manure, the value
would be estimated to be $13.50 per ton.

Source: Kansas State Ag Extension

U.S. Ethanol Production Dips, Imports
Rise

U.S. ethanol production in September was
down slightly from August while ethanol
imports, largely from Brazil, increased during
the month, according to the Energy
Information Administration.

EIA said the 806.3 million gallons produced in
September, or 640,000 barrels per day, was a

slight decline from August but an increase of
nearly 200,000 barrels per day from a year ago.

The slight reduction in ethanol production in
September reflects some of the economic
difficulty ethanol producers have experienced
as a result of higher input costs, lower ethanol
values and the evaporation of credit in the
market.

U.S. ethanol producers remain on pace to

iroduce aﬁﬁroximateli 9 billion ﬁallons of




