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Describe Fiscal Impact:

Increases monthly service rates by 3.2% in the County's Terrace Heights, Huntzinger, Stein,
Bonair, Nagler, Oliver, Pleasant Hill and Kodi water systems, and in the Buena wastewater
system. Proposed increase would add between $0.80 and $2.10 per month to the average
monthly bill.

Background Information:

Each year Public Services reviews each water and wastewater system’s financial ability to
meet it annual operating expenses and reserve goals. Yakima County Code authorizes the
County to increase the monthly service fees up to the consumer price index for water and
wastewater systems for those systems that are not meeting their annual operating expense
and reserve goals.

Summary & Recommendation:

Resolution authorizes Public Services to increase monthly service fees in the above noted
water systems by 3.2% beginning January 1, 2022 and in the Buena wastewater system
beginning October 15, 2021. Public Services recommends approval of the resolution.
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BOARD OF YAKIMA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION

IN THE MATTER OF ADJUSTING RATES
FOR COUNTY OWNED WATER AND
WASTEWATER SYSTEMS 202-202 1

WHEREAS, Section 12.08.550 of the Yakima County Code (YCC) requires the Public
Services Director to annually determine a water system’s financial ability to meet its annual
operating expenses and required fund reserves in comparison to the system’s annual revenue
received and to present the findings, including a recommendation for any charge adjustments, to
the Board of Yakima County Commissioners by September 1* of each year; and,

WHEREAS, Section 12.08.550 of the YCC authorizes the Board of Yakima County
Commissioners to adjust by resolution a water system’s ready to serve charges, consumption
charges, and fire protection serves charges annually up to the seasonally adjusted Consumer Price
Index (CPI) as published by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statics for water and sewerage maintenance
in the closest applicable area for the previous calendar year; and,

WHEREAS, Section 12.05.445 of the YCC authorizes the Board of Yakima County
Commissioners to adjust sewer service charges annually up to the CPI for the previous calendar
year; and,

WHEREAS, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statics determined the CPI for water and sewerage
maintenance to be 3.2% for the 2020 calendar vear; and,

WHEREAS, the Public Services Director has completed her annual financial review of
each of the County’s 33 water and wastewater systems and recommends a 3.2% rate increase in
nine of the systems including the Terrace Heights, Huntzinger, Stein, Bonair, Nagler, Oliver,
Pleasant Hill and Kodi water systems, and the Buena wastewater system; now therefore,

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Yakima
County, Washington, that ready to serve charges, consumption charges and fire protection service
charges shall be increased 3.2% in the Terrace Heights, Huntzinger, Stein, Bonair, Nagler, Oliver,
Pleasant Hill and Kodi water systems and sewer service charges shall be increased 3.2% in the
Buena wastewater system as recommended by the Environmental Services Director in his August
12, 2021 report to the Board of Yakima County Commissioners.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such adjustments shall be effective as of October
15, 2021, for the wastewater system and January 1, 2022, for the water systems.
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