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Joint Data Committee
Summary
Date: March 26, 2020 10:00pm to 11:00pm   Location: Online Only
Attending: Kate Urwin (People For People), Dave Hanson (Sunrise Outreach Services), Esther Magasis (Yakima County Human Services); Lance Larson (Yakima County Human Services), Mary Clara Holman (Yakima Neighborhood Health Services), Mike Kay (Grace City Outreach), Mitzi Duenas (Yakima County Human Services), Taylor Tahkeal (Rod’s House), Annette Rodriguez (Yakima Neighborhood Health Services), Lee Murdock

I. Final Charter – Lee shared the Charter approved by the Homeless Network of Yakima County General Membership as well as the location of both the charter and the current Committee Membership on the Network web site: http://www.homelessnetworkyc.org/youth-coalition.html 
II. Community Data Needs
a. Review of Unsheltered – Lee presented a report on individuals who were unsheltered in the 2020 PIT Report.  This was requested by Yakima Union Gospel Mission to provide insight for their outreach efforts. In 2020, 180 Individuals were unsheltered: 53 Individuals were in a sanctioned encampment; 79 Individuals were in an unsanctioned encampment; 42 Individuals were in a vehicle; 6 Individuals were in an abandoned building. Lee clarified that while Commerce clarifies that individuals at sanctioned encampments are unsheltered, they were not included in this report.  Mike announced that they are working with Commerce to designate those at Camp Hope as sheltered with the addition of the new classrooms and questioned why they were not clarified as such locally.  Esther and Mike will connect offline to further the discussion. 
b. Capacity of current shelters – Lee announced that 2021 PIT data will be used for this requested report. 
III. Dashboard of the month 2020 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR) to Congress – Lance gave a presentation on the newly released AHAR Report which identified the following key findings:
a. On a single night in 2020, roughly 580,000 people were experiencing homelessness in the United States. Six in ten (61%) were staying in sheltered locations—emergency shelters or transitional housing programs—and nearly four in ten (39%) were in unsheltered locations such as on the street, in abandoned buildings, or in other places not suitable for human habitation. 
b. For the fourth consecutive year, homelessness increased nationwide. Between 2019 and 2020, the number of people experiencing homelessness increased by two percent. This increase reflects a seven percent increase in people staying outdoors, which more than offset the modest (0.6%) decline in people staying in sheltered locations. 
c. Nearly 6 of every 10 people experiencing unsheltered homelessness did so in an urban area, with more than half of all unsheltered people counted in the Continuums of Care (CoCs) that encompass the nation’s 50 largest cities (53%). More than one in five people who experienced unsheltered homelessness was in a CoC with a largely suburban population (22%), and one in five was in a largely rural area (20%). 
d. 2020 marks the first time since data collection began that more individuals experiencing homelessness were unsheltered than were sheltered. Between 2019 and 2020, the number of unsheltered individuals increased by seven percent while the number of sheltered individuals remained largely unchanged. Increases in the unsheltered population occurred across all geographic categories. 
e. The number of unsheltered people in families with children increased for the first time since data collection began. In 2020, just under 172,000 people in families with children were experiencing homelessness. While most people in families with children were in sheltered locations (90%), the number of unsheltered people in families increased by 13 percent. This increase offset a decline in sheltered people in families with children, so the overall level of family homelessness was essentially the same in 2020 as in 2019. 
f. Between 2019 and 2020, the number of unsheltered veterans increased by six percent, offset by a three percent decline in sheltered veterans. Overall, the number of veterans experiencing homelessness remained unchanged, following considerable reductions in the population in prior years. Increases in unsheltered veterans occurred in all geographic types. 
g. 34,000 people under the age of 25 experienced homelessness on their own as “unaccompanied youth.” Most (90%) were between the ages of 18 and 24. Compared to all individuals experiencing homelessness, unaccompanied youth were more often non-white (52% of youth vs. 46% of all individuals), Hispanic/Latino (25% vs. 20%), female (39% vs. 29%), or identifying themselves other than as male or female (4% vs. 1%). 
h. The number of individuals with chronic patterns of homelessness increased by fifteen percent between 2019 and 2020. While increases were reported among both sheltered and unsheltered populations, the sizable increase in the number of unsheltered people with chronic patterns of homelessness (21%) was the key driver. 
i. African Americans and indigenous people (including Native Americans and Pacific Islanders) remained considerably overrepresented among the homeless population compared to the U.S. population. People identifying as black or African American accounted for 39 percent of all people experiencing homelessness and 53 percent of people experiencing homelessness as members of families with children but are 12 percent of the total U.S. population. Together, American Indian, Alaska Native, Pacific Islander and Native Hawaiian populations account for one percent of the U.S. population, but five percent of the homeless population and seven percent of the unsheltered population. In contrast, 48 percent of all people experiencing homelessness were white compared with 74 percent of the U.S. population. People identifying as Hispanic or Latino (who can be of any race) are about 23 percent of the homeless population but only 16 percent of the population overall.
IV. Meeting Adjourned. For more information on how to join this committee, contact either the Committee Chair: Kate Urwin at kadkison@pfp.org or Lee Murdock at Lee@HomelessNetworkYC.org or Esther Magasis at esther.magasis@co.yakima.wa.us.
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