BOARD OF YAKIMA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ORDINANCE 4-2012

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDING YAKIMA COUNTY CODE TITLE 16, DIVISION I,
CHAPTER 16.04, PERTAINING TO THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT

WHEREAS, Yakima County Code Tite 16, Division I, Chapter 16.04, State Environmental
Policy Act (SEPA) procedures were established by adoption of Ordinance 6-1984 and were
subsequently amended by Ordinances 5-1996 and 13-1998 to address state model toxic control and
regulatory reform legislation; and

WHEREAS, YCC Chapter 16.04, Yakima County’s SEPA code, has subsequently become
outdated and its procedures no longer support the County’s adopted plans and regulations as
intended; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Yakima County Commissioners is engaged in a systematic update
of several of its adopted codes, in collaboration with internal and external customers, to help
improve procedures and regulations consistent with the law; and

WHEREAS, the Board wishes to initiate this Code Update and Simplification Project
(CU/SP) by first consolidating and improving procedures for governmental action regarding
issuance of project permits and the conduct of environmental review; and

WHEREAS, the Board held a duly advertised public hearing for the purpose of considering
the amendments to Yakima County Code Title 16, Division I, Chapter 16.04 and related fees on
May 29, 2012, pursuant to Resolution No. 177-2012 dated May 15, 2012, whetein testirmony was
heard from all persons present who wished to be heard; and

WHEREAS, the Board deliberated on the proposed legislation and text amendments on
after considering all written comments received, the testimony at its public hearing, and staff
recommendations; and

WHEREAS, the Board is now sadsfied that this legislative matter has been sufficientdy
considered, and that the process leading to adopting the amendments to YCC Chapter 16.04 and
related titles has been open, and afforded opportunity to all who wanted to participate or offer
testimony; and,

WHEREAS, after considering the tesdmony and materials presented, the Board believes it is
in the best public interest to amend Chapter 16.04 and related titles of Yakima County Code and
necessary to maintain compliance with State law; now, therefore,

BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF YAKIMA COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS:

Section 1 Findings. The Board adopts the following findings related to the proposed legislative
action as follows:




A. The Board finds that all statutory and County prerequisites for the review and evaluation of YCC
Chapter 16.04 and the as well as the requirements for ensuring adequate public notification and
opportunites for comment and participation in the amendment process, have been met.

B. The Board finds the amendments to Yakima County Code made in Section 2 of this Ordinance
are related solely to governmental procedures containing no substantive standards respecting use or
modification of the environment. Such exempt procedural actions are exempt from SEPA
consistent with WAC 197-11-800 (19).

C. The Boaid finds that the procedural amendments to Yakima County Code made in Section 2 of
this Ordinance are related solely to governmental procedures and as such are not official controls as
that term is used in 36.70 RCW.

D. The Board further finds and concludes that adoption and implementation of the procedural
amendments to Yakima County Code in Section 2 of this Ordinance to be in the public interest,
necessary to maintain compliance with State law and consistent with its objectives for the CU/SP
mnidative.

Section 2. Adoption.

Yakima County Code Title 16, Division I, Chapter 16.04, State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) is
hereby amended to read as set forth in Exhibits “A” and “B” attached hereto.

Section 3. _Severability. The provisions of this ordinance are declared separate and severable. The
invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, sections, or portion of this ordinance, or
the invalidity of the application thereof to any person or circumstance, shall not affect the validity of
the remainder of the ordinance, or the validity of its application to any other persons or
circumstances.

Section 4. Effective date. This ordinance shall be effective at 12:01 A M. on July 1, 2012,

‘:‘Qg.--(gé'\if/fé,;'-fj@z BOARD OF YAKIMA COUNTY
i COMMISSIONERS

Ut

Attest: PR 0\\\‘ J- de Elliott, Chairman

2
fé,ji?g Q\{?} N
/'
eita, Commissioner
Tiera 1rard Cl@ of the Board




Staff Note:

(ADDED TEXT IS UNDERLINED
DELETED TEXT ((6TRHE-THRE))

EXHIBIT A
Yakima County Code -- Title 16 Environment
DIVISION I -- CHAPTER 16.04

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (SEPA)

Effective October 1, 1984
Ordinance (Nurber)) 6-1984, As Amended
Ordinance (Nusnber)) 5-1996, As Amended
Ordinance (Number)) 13-1998, As Amended

Qrdinance 4-2012
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[Staff Note: Appendices are not part of the enactment but are listed here and attached to the printed version of this
Title for convenience of the users.]

Appendix A RCW 43.21C
Appendix B WAC 197-11

Appendix € WAC 173-806 Model SEPA Code
Appendix 12 Hyperlinks to references
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Article I. General Provisions

16.04.010 Authority. The County of Yakima adopts the ordinance codified in this Chapter under the
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), RCW 43.21C.120, and the SEPA Rules, WAC 197-11-904.
This Chapter contains this County's SEPA procedures and policies and implements the purposcs and
policies of SEPA pursuant to RCW 43.21C.010 and 43.21C.020, which are adopted by reference. The
ordinance codified in this Chapter also adopts the statewide SEPA rules by reference. The SEPA tules,
WAC Chapter 197-11, as identified in the following Section 16.04.020, must be used in conjunction with

this Chaptet. ((Ord-6-1084Past+§4-19843)
16.04.020 State rules - Adoption by Reference. This Chapter applies to proposals by the County and

to County review of, or decisions on, proposals by public or private applicants or other governmental
entities. ‘The County adopts the state SEPA rules, Chapter 197-11 WAC as may be amended, by
reference, as supplemented by additional or more specific provisions contained in this Chapter and Title
16B, Project Permit Administration. ‘This Chapter must be implemented in conjunction with Title 168,
Pro;ect Permit Adrmmstration {(:#Eﬁel&eeﬂf&m*rhe—bﬁiﬁeqﬁﬁemeﬂﬂ-fhaﬁaph%te—ﬁhe—%

YCC Chapter 16.04 SEPA Page d
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| 16.04.030 Reserved ((—De
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Ored-6-1084-Pare 8011084

16.04.040 Additional Definitions. In addition to those definitions contained within WAC 197-11-
700 when used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings, unless the
context indicates otherwise:

(1) “County” means the municipal corporation of Yakima County, Washington.

2 “Department” means any division, subdivision ot organizational unit of the County established
by ordinance, tule, or order.

(3 “Early notice” means the County's written response to an applicant stating whether it considers
tssuance of a determination of significance likely for the applicant's proposal (Mitigated
Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS) procedures).

cy “Ordinance” means the ordinance, resolution, or other procedure used by the County to adopt
regulatory requirements.

{5) “SEPA rules” means WAC Chapter 197-11 adopted by the Department of Ecology.

(6) “Planning Division” means the Yakima County Planning Division of the Public Services
Department,

l significance or of 2 final environmental impact statement.

(8) “Substantive dctmmnanon as uqed in 43 21( 075 RCW, this Chapter and ¥CC Title 16B

(‘haptcr HOrd—6-1984 Pare 2 §2_1084)

- . ___
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16.04.050 Designation of Responsible Official.

((#))(1)For those proposals for which the County is the lead agency, the Responsible Official shall be the
Yakima County Director of Planning or his designee.

(())(2)For all proposals for which the County is the lead agency, the Responsible Official shall make the
threshold determination, supervise scoping and preparation of any required environmental
impact statement (EIS), and perform any other functions assigned to the "lead agency" ot

| "Responsible Official" by those sections of the SEPA rules that were adopted by reference ((is
W E173-806-620).

((&)(3)For those proposals requiting the specialized expertise of more than one County department, the
Responsible Official may request information necessary to discharge his responsibilities under
this Chapter from those other departments. Such information as can be reasonably supplied by
those departments shall be transmitted to the Responsible Official in a timely manner. ((Ord-6-

16.04.060 Lead ncy Determination and Responsibilities.

(@)1} The Planniug Division of the Public Services Depattment shall be the lead agency within the

County recewmg an application for ot initiating a proposal that involves a nonexempt action
<ad)) under WAC 197-11-050, 197-11-253 and
197 11-922 through 197-11-940; unless the lead agency has been previously determined or the

Responsible Official ((deparement))is aware that another putside ((depastmentor)) agency is in

the process of determining the lead agency.

{()){2)When the County is the lead agency for a proposal, the department receiving the application
shall refer the matter to the Responsible Official who shall supervise compliance with the

threshold determination requirements, and if an EIS is necessary, shall supervise preparation of
the EIS.

((e))3)When the County is not the lead agency for a proposal, all departments of the County shall use
and consider, as appropriate, either the DNS or the final EIS of the lead agency in making
decisions on the proposal. No County department shall prepare or require preparation of a
NS or EIS in addition to that prepared by the lead agency, unless required under WAC 197-

11-600. In some cases, the County may conduct supplemental environmental review under
WAC 197-11-600.

(& @)If the County or any of its departments teceives a lead agency determination made by another

agency that appears inconsistent with the criteria of_the SEPA Rules and supplemental
| provisions adopted in this Chapter ((aadWACI97-H-253-6r-WACHIT11-022-through-197-

+H-946y, it may object to the determination. Any objection must be made to the agency
originally making the determination and resolved within fifteen days of receipt of the
determination, or the County must petition the Department of Ecology for a lead agency
determination under WAC 197-11- 946 w1thm the titteen- da time enod An such petition on

YCC Cbapter 16.04 SEPA Page 7
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behalf of the County shall be initiated by the Responsible Official.

((©){5)The Responsible Official is authorized to make agreements as to lead agency status o((£))r shared
lead agency duties for a proposal under WAC 197-11-942 and 197-11-944; provided, that the
Responsible Official and any department that will incur responsibilities as the result of such
agreement approve the agreement.

(B)(6)((Ary-department-making-s ermination-for-e-private-projeet)) The Responsible
Official shall requlre sufﬁaent 1nformatlon from the apphcant to identify which other agencies

have jurisdiction over the proposal. (fOrd—61984-part 25419840

((2))(7)When the County is lead agency for a MTCA remedial action, the Department of Ecology shall
be provided an opportunity under WAC 197-11-253(5) to review the environmental documents
priot to public notice being provided. If the SEPA and MTCA documents are issued together
with one public comment period under WAC 197-11-253(6), the County shall decide jointly
with Ecology who receives the comment letters and how copies of the comment letters will be
distributed to the other agency.

16.04.065 Reserved

i 16.04.080 Additional Timing Considerations.

(e (1} For nonexempt proposals, the DINS or final EIS for the proposal shall accompany the County's
staff recornmendation to the Planning Commission, Heating Examiner or similar decision body.

If the County's only action on a proposal is a decision on a building permit or other license that
requires detailed project plans and spegifications, the applicant may request in writing that the
County conduct_environmental review prior to submission of the detailed plans and
specifications and the Responsible Offtcial may agree to such request; provided, that adequate

ot
YCC Chapter 16,04 SEPA Page 8
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mformation must be furnished to the Responsible Official pursuant to the SEPA rules an

supplemental provisions of this Chapter to allow a threshold determination to be made.

The optional DNS process in WAC 197-11-355_may _be used to_indi

ency is likcly to issuc a DNS. If this optonal process is used. a

l scparate_comment period on the DNS may not be required if the Responsible Official
determines that a separate comment period is unnecessary.

I 16.04.085 Reserved ((

YCC Chapter 16.04 SEPA Page 9
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Article II. Categorical Exemptions and Threshold Determinations.

| 16.04.090 Reserved ((AdeptionbyReferencer))

16.04.100 Flexible Thresholds for Categorical Exemptions.

Yakima Counz establishes the following exemEt levels for minor new construction under WAC 197-11-

YOO Chaprer 16.04 SEPA Page 10
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800(1) (b and ¢} based on local conditions, gxcept when undertaken wholly or partly on lands covered
by water as defined by WAC 197-11-756:

(1) For the construction or location of any residential {funitsy} structures in WAC 197-11-
800(1)(b)():
(a) ' » (20) residentia] dwelling ugits within Urban Growth Areas:
(b) A maximum of twenty (20) residential dwelling units outside Urban Growth Areas:
This residentia) structures exemption shall apply only to the construction or location of
dwelling units and net to minor land use decistons concerning the division of land
I established by SEPA rule.

2 For_the construction of a barn, loafing shed, farm equipment storage building, produce storage
or packing structure, or similar agricultural structure and ro be used only by the property owner
or his or her agent in the conduct of farming the property ((agstevltaral-straetures)) in WAC
197-11-800(1)(b){u):
(a) A maximum of 30,000 square feet for projects located within Urban Growth Arcas.
A maximum of 30,000 square feet for proijects outside Urban Growth Areas.
This exemption shall not apply to feed lots as provided in WAC 197-11-800(1

YCC Chapter 16.04 SEPA Page 11
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(3) For office, school, commercial, recreational, service or storage buildings in WAC 197-11-
800(1)(b)(u):

2 A maximum of 12.000 square feet of gross floor arca, and with associated parkin

facilities designed for a maximum of forty (40) automobiles for projects located in all Zoning

Districts within Urban Growth Areas.
A maximum of 12,000 square feet gross floor area, and with associated parking facilities

{4 For the construction of parking lots in WAC 197-11-800(1)(b)(iv) designed for a maximum of

forty {40) automobiles for projects located in all Zoning Districts both within and outside Urban
Growth Areas.

(5)  Forlandfills and excavations in WAC 197-11-800(1)(b)(11): (Hp-te)) A maximum of 500 cubic
yards throughout the total lifetime of the fill or excavation in all Zoning ((ese-d))Districts both
within and outside ((the-¥akirna)) Urban Growth Areas. ({Ord—6-1984ed 1 {11986+ Ore-6-
1084-Pare 3-5210843)

16.04.105 Categorical Exemptions for Nonproject Proposals
The following non-project actions are categorically exempt from RCW 43.21C:
(1) Amendments to development regulations that:

Are required to ensurc consistency with:

Yoo Cbapter 16.04 SEPA Page 12
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within and outside ((the ¥akima)) Urban Growth Arcas.((Ord—6-1984Mod—1-§1, 1586, Ord—6-
1984-Part-3-§2.1984))

16.04.10 ical Exemptions for Nonproject Propo

The following non-project actions are categorically exempt from RCW 43.21C:

1 Amendments to development regulations :
{a) Are required to ensure consistency with:
i RCW 36,70A (The Growih Management Act Where the comprehensive
was pr ousl subjected to envl.tonmen impac ociate
with specifically addressed in the prior
enVJ.tonmental review;
90,58, the Shoreline Management Act where the Shoreline Master Pro was

reviously subjected to environmental review Jlas) i wi
the proposed regulation were specifically addressed in the prior environmental
teview;
i1 Minimum standards of technical codes, includi
a Building codes required by 19.

(b) Energy codes required by 19.27A RCW: and
(c Electrical codes required by 19.28 RCW;
(b) Upon implementation of a project action, will provide increased enviropnmental
protection as limited by statute.

1 11 ¢ of Exemptions.

((8))(1) Upon receipt of a proposal, the Responsible Official shall determine whether the proposal is

categorically exempt. This determination shall be made based on applicable SEPA provisions,
including but not_limited to the definition of acton (WAC 197-11-7 I for

determining categori xemption (WAC 197-11-305), and any desionation of environmentalk
ensltlveorgntlcalareas sch-departmentwithinthe- Countthatrecetresanapplicattonfe

exempt—)) The ((elepm.-tmeﬁ@s)) Resnonmble Ofﬁcml’s detcrmmatlon that a proposal is exempt
shall be final and not subject to administrative appeal or review. If a proposal is exempt, none
of the procedural requirements of this Chapter apply to the proposal. An action that is exempt
may not be conditioned or denied under this Chapter. The County shall not require completion
of an environmental checklist for an exempt proposal.

((BN(2)In determining whether ot not a proposal is exempt, the ((department)) Responsible Official
shall make certain the ptoposal is propetly defined and shall identify the governmental licenses

required (WAC 197-11-060). If a proposal includes exempt and non-exempt actions, the
((department)) Responsible Official shall determine the lead agency, even if the license

application that triggers the department's consideration is exempt.

((e)(3)If a proposal includes both exempt and non exempt actions, the ((Geuﬁ-ty)) espgnglble Official

YCC Chapter 16.04 SEPA Page 13
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may authorize exempt actions prior to compliance with the procedural requirements of this
Chapter, except that((%))
({(#))the ((County)) Responsible Official shall not give authorization under this Subsection for:
((®) (a) Any nonexempt action;
(@) (b)Any action that would have an adverse environmental impact;
| ((#)) (<) Any action that would limit the choice of altetnative(s).

(A){((d){A-department)) The Responsible Official may withhold approval of an exempt action that
would lead to_modification of the physical environment, when such modification would serve

no putpose if nonexempt action(s) wetre not approved. fsandy}

(5) epA-department)y The Responsible Official may withhold apptroval of an exempt action that
would lead to substantial financial expenditures by a private applicant when the expenditures

would serve no purpose if nonexempt action{s) were not approved.

((Ord—6-1984Part 3-§3,1984,- Ord-5-1996))

16.04.120 Environmental Checklist.

((2)(1)Except as provided in Subsection (5) below, a completed environmental checklist substantially in
the form provided mn WAC 197-11-960, shall be filed at the same time as an application for a
permit, license, certificate, or other approval not specifically exempt in this Chapter; except, a
checklist is not needed if the County and applicant agree an EIS is required, SEPA compliance
has been completed, or SEPA compliance has been initiated by another agency. The
((Eeunty))Responsible Official shall use the envitonmental checklist to determine whether the
County should be the lead agency and, if the County is the lead agency, ((for-determming-the
Responsible-Offietaland)) for making the threshold determination.

{()(2)For private proposals, the County will requite the applicant to complete the environmental

checklist, providing assistance as the County determines necessaty. For County proposals, the
department initiating the proposal shall complete the environmental checklist for that proposal.

((€))(3) The County may require that it or a consultant of its own choosing in consultation with the
applicant, and not the private applicant, will complete all or patt of the environmental checklist

for a private proposal if the County has technical information on a question or questions that is
unavailable to the private applicant, or the applicant has provided inaccurate information on
previous proposals or on proposals currently under consideration.

{(@){(4For all proposals for which the County is the lead agency, the Responsible Official of the County
shall make the threshold determination pursuant to the criteria and procedures of WAC 197-11-
310 through 340, subject to the appeal procedures of Section 16.04.240 of this Chapter and

YCC Title 16B.06.070. ({Ord-6-1984-Part-3-§41984))

((e){5)For projects submitted as planned actions under WAC 197-11-164, the County shall use its

YCC Chapter 16.04 SEPA Page 14
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Article III. Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

] 16.04.140 Reserved.

- a o

| {Ord—61984 Part4-511984))

YCC Chaprer 16.04 SEPA Page 16
| GAORDINANCES\Code simplification project\SEPA\Heating dafts\SEPAORDupdateCUSPhearing deaft {6).doc 5/8/2012 2:09 PM




Staff Note: (ADDED TEXT IS UNDERLINED
DELETED TEXT ((SERIKE-THRY))

| 4Ord—6-1984-Part4-§1,1984))

16.04.150 Preparation of --Additional Consi ion

((2))(1)Preparation of draft and final EIS (DEIS and FEIS) and draft and final supplemental EIS (SEIS)
is the responsibility of the Yakima County Planning ((Bepartment)) Division under the direction
of the Responsible Official. Before the County issues an EIS, the Responsible Official shall be
satisfied that it complies with this Chapter and WAC Chapter 197-11.

((B))(2)The Responsible Official shall detetmine whether the DEIS and FEIS and draft and final SEIS
shall be prepared by County staff, the applicant, or by consultant. If the Responsible Official
tequires an EIS fot a proposal and determines that someone other than the County will prepare
the EIS, the Responsible Official shall notify the applicant immediately after completion of the
threshold determinatdon. The Responsible Official shall also notify the applicant of the

County's procedure for EIS pteparation, including approval of the DEIS and FEIS prior to
distribution. :

((©)3)The County may require an applicant to provide information the County does not possess,
including specific investigations. Howevet, the applicant is not required to supply information
that is not required under this Chapter or that is being requested from another agency. (This
does not apply to information the County may request under another ordinance or statute.)

((H){4)n the event that an EIS is to be prepared by a private applicant or a consultant retained by the
private applicant, the Responsible Official shall assure that the EIS is prepared in a responsible
manner and with approptiate methodology. The Responsible Official shall direct the areas of
research and examination to be undertaken, as well as the organization of the resulting

document. ({Ord—6-1984Part-4-§21084)

16.04.160 Reserved. (-
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{3 Cost-benefitanalysis)
((Ord—6-1984 Part 4-§3.1994))
|

Article IV. Commenting.

| 16.04.170 Reserved.—((Adeptic

| ( : :
l

16.04.180 Publi ice

((@))(1) Whenever possible, the County shall integrate the public notices requited undet SEPA ((this
Seetion)) with existing notification procedures established in YCC Title 16B.05 and 16B.06 for
the County’s non-exempt permit(s) ot approval(s) required of the proposal {See YCC 16B.05 -
Table 5-1).
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(2) Postage fees;

(b Publication fees:

c Photocopies and printing costs; and

d Documented staff time involved in preparing, sending and implementing n
procedures.

16.04.190 Designation of Official to Perform Consulted Agency Responsibilities for the County.

(1) The Responsible Official shall be responsible for preparation of written comments for the
County in response to 2 consultation request prior to a threshold determination, participation in
scoping, and reviewing a DEIS.

(2 The Responsible Official shall be responsible for the County's compliance with WAC 197-11-
550 whenever the County is a consulted agency and is authorized to develop operating
procedures that will ensure that responses to consultation requests are prepared in a timely

fashion and include date from all appropriate departments of the County. ((Osd—64084-Bart-5
354084

Article V. Using Existing Environmental Documents.

YCC Chapter 16.04 SEPA Page 19
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16.04.210 SEPA Public Information,

(1) Information and documents relating to SEPA activities for Yakima County shall be retained at
the following location:

Yakima County Planning (Pepattment))Division
{(Reem-417)) 128 N. 20d Street Fourth Floor, County Courthouse

Yakima, WA 98901
Telephone: (509) 574-2300

2) The County shall retain all documents required by the SEPA rules (WAC Chapter 197-11) and
| make them available in accordance with RCW Chapter 42.17. ({0¢e-6-1984Part 6-§2,1984))

Article V1. SEPA and Agency Decisions

16.04.220 Reserved.

16.04.230 Substantive Authority,

((®)(1)The policies and goals set forth in this Chapter are supplementaty to those in the existing
authorization of Yakima County and as provided in RCW43.21C .060.

((8))(2)The County may attach conditions to a permit or approval for a proposal so long as:

(#){a)Such conditions are necessary to mitigate specific probable adverse environmental
impacts identified in environmental documents prepared pursuant to this Chapter; and

(@)(b)Such conditions are in writing; and

(3))(c) The mitigation measures included in such conditions are reasonable and capable of
being accomplished; and

{(4))(d)The County has considered whether other local, state, or federal mitigation measures
applied to the proposal are sufficient to mitigate the identified impacts; and

({(3))(elSuch conditions are based on one ot more policies in Subsections (4 and 5((d)) of this
Section and cited in the license or other decision document.

((€))(3)The County may deny a permit or proposal ((prepesedprejeet)) on the basis of SEPA so long as:
(#)@)A finding is made that approving the proposal would result in probable significant

adverse environment impacts that are identified in a FEIS or final SEIS prepared

YCC Chapter 16.04 SEPA Page 20
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pursuant to this Chapter; and
(@)(bJA finding is made that there are no reasonable mitigation measures capable of being
accomplished that are sufficient to mitigate the identified impact; and

I (@)){c)The denial is based on one or more policies identified in Subsections ((d))(4 and 5) of this
Section and identified in writing in the decision document.

((d)(4)The County designates and adopts by reference the following policies as the basis for the

County's exetcise of authority putsuant to this Section.

((#))(a) The County shall use all practicable means, consistent with other essential considerations
of state policy, to improve and coordinate plans, functions, programs, and resources to
the end that the state and its citizens may:

((A)({)Fulfill the responsibilities of each generation as trustee of the environment for

succeeding generations;

((B))(i1) Assure for all people of Washington safe, healthful, productive, and aesthetically

and culturally pleasing surroundings;

(()(i1) Attain the widest range of beneficial uses of the environment without

degradation, risk to health or safety, or other undesirable and unintended
CONSEQUENCes;

((B)(iv) Preserve important historic, cultural, and natural aspects of our national

heritage;

(E)(¥) Maintain, wherever possible, an environment which supports diversity and

variety of individual choice;

((F) (1) Achieve a balance between population and resource use which will permit high
standards of living and a wide sharing of living and a wide sharing of life's
amenities; and

((&))(vii) Enhance the quality of renewable resources and approaches the maximum

attainable recycling of depletable resources.

(@)(b) The County recognizes that cach person has a fundamental and inalienable right to a
healthful environment and that each person has a responsibility to contribute to the
preservation and enhancement of the environment. Lhe County adopts by reference
the general policies of the State Environmental Policy Act as set forth in RCW
43.21C.010 and RCW 43.21C.020 in order to achieve the environmental goals of the

COMMUNIEY.

((3))(c)The County adopts by reference the goals, policies and objectives in the following
County plans, codes, ordinances, and resolutions((-ead-plans )) as they now exist or are

hereafter amended or supplemented, as authogized by RCW 43.21C.060:

()  The Yakima County Comprehensive Plan {(2045)), with amendments and
Supplements thereto;

YCC Chapter 16.04 SEPA - Page 21
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(ii) Yakima County-wide Planning Poli eso. 553-2003), with rel

Interlocal Agreements for Growth Management Act Implementation in
Yakima County;

T

(11) Yakima Urban Area Comprehensive Plan, with amendments and

supplements thereto:
1. West Valley Neighborhood Plan

2. Terrace Heights Neighborhood Plan

—od v

Yakima Count;l Regional Shorcline Master Proggam'
1. YCC Title 16D

2, WAC 173 Chapters 18-27 (Shoreline Management)

(v YCC Title 2 Administration and Personnel
1, Chapter 2.17, Planning Commission and Department
2. Chapter 2.23, Hearing Examiner
leiiana = s £ Yo o oy L, T -

(1v)

(v]” Y.j irl;: ‘ Bl}SiﬂES I,igeses ggdlcg; ;latios e
YCC Titl:: 6
(vii) _YCC'Title8 Public p.clace- Safety and Morals
(x) YCCTide9 Vehiclcskand Traffic .

IHealth, Welfare and Sanitation

(%) YCC Title 10 Roads, Highways and Bridges

(xi} YCC Title 11 Parks

(xi}  YCC Title 12 Water and Sewer
TNETIRY: MechanieakCode )

YCC Title 13 Building and Construction

-~

ewo—BadormFire-Code))
(xiv) YCC Title 14 Subdivisions
(xv) Zoning with amendments and Supplements thereto;
1. YCC Title 15 Yakima County Zoning Qrdinance
2, YCC Title 15A Yakima County Urban Growth Area Zonin
Ordinance
' YCC Title 16 Environment
1. Chapter 16.04 State Environmental Policy Act

2. Chapter 16.16 Reclamation Program

Critical Areas and Flood Hazard Regulations
1 YCC Title 16A

YCC Chaprer 16,04 SEPA Page 22
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2, YCC Tidel6C
(xvit) YCC Title 16B Project Permit Administration

(xix) YCCTitle17 Urban Arca Growth Policy
(xx}  YCC Title 20 Yakima County Fee Schedule
xxi) __Agreement for Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Service, as amended
(xxii) Greenway Master Plan
xxii)  Comprehensive Flood Hazard Master Plans (CFHMP), with amendments
and Supplements thereto;
1. Upper Yakima CFHMP
2. Naches River CFTIMP
3 Ahtanum W’lde Hollow CFHMP

(xxv) Yakima County Capital Facilities Plan, with amendments and supplements

thereto;
xxvi) Yakima Air Terminal Airport Master Plan, with amendments and

supplements thereto.

a A singl velopm and use herwise consistent with zoning and other

County policies may create adverse impacts upon facilities and services, natural systems

the surroundine area when a ted with the impacts i r

development. It is the policy of the County to analyze such cumulative environmental

impacts and condition or deny proposals to minimize or prevent adverse impacts in

accordance with other provisions of this Chap_ter,‘

In ing the environmental impacts of a pro nd in determining the need for

COﬂdlthﬂII]Q or denying a proposal in accordance w1th other provisions of this Chapter,
the Responsibl ffici 1liz : 1

adopted pursuant to SEPA, federal, state and regional enviropmental quality standards,

11 legislative enactments of the County, both specific and veneral, now in effect or
enacted in the future:

action in conformance with the policies stated in this Chapter, so as to mitigate or
prevent adverse cnvironmental impacts.

16.04.240 SEPA Appeals Administrative SEPA appeals shall be heard by the Hearing Examiner at
an open record public hearing as specified by YCC Scction 16B.06.070, Project Permit Administration -
Appeals of SEPA Determinations.
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16.04.250 Notice/Statute of Limitations.

{(&))(1)The County, applicant for, or proponent, if an action may publish 2 Notice of Action pursuant to
RCW 43.21C.080 for any action.

{(®))(2)The form of the notice shall be substantially in the form provided in WAC 197-11-990. The
notice shall be published by the County Auditot, applicant or proponent pursuant to RCW

43.21C.080. ({Ord—6-1984Part7-541984))

((Artiele VH—Gategerieal Exemptions))

| 16.04.260 Reserved A{AdeptionbyRefetence—The Countradopts-by-refe wingrules
: o5 i o inchoding WAC .

| 16.04.270 Reserved.{{Purpese-e
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| {Osd—61984Pare10-51-1984)))

16.04.280 Fees. The County shall require fees for activities in accordance with this Chapter as set forth
in YCC Title 20, as may be amended or adjusted hereafter.

(1) Threshold Determination. For every environmental checklist the County will review when it is
lead agency, the County shall collect a fee established in YCC Title 20 from the proponent of
the proposal prior to undertaking the threshold determination. The County may require a

contractual agreement to pay fees for the review of major applications, Mitigated IDNS or EIS as
specified in Title 20. Failure to pay fees or deposits will result in termination ot suspension of

further project review.

2 Environmental Impact Statement.
(a) When the County is the lcad agency for a proposal requiring an EIS and the

Responsible Official determines that the EIS shall be prepared by employees of the

County, the County may charge and collect a reasonable fee from any applicant to cover
costs incurred by the County in processing the I2IS.

(b) The Responsible Official may determine that the County will contract directly with a
consultant for preparation of an EIS, or a portion of the EIS, for activities initiated by
some persons or entity other than the County and may bill such costs and expenses

directly to the applicant. The County may require the applicant to post bond or
otherwise ensure payment of such costs. Such consultants shall be selected by mutual
agreement of the County and applicant.

(9] 1f a proposal is modified so that an HIS is no longer required, the Responsible Official

| shall refund any fees collected under subdivision (1) or (2) of this Subsection which

remain after incurred costs are paid.

3) The applicaqt shall be responsible for the cost of mecting the public notice requirements of this

chapter relating to the applicant's proposal, as provided in Section 16.04.140(6).

16.04.290 Severability,  If any provision of this Chapter or its application to any person or
circurnstance is held invalid, the remainder of this Chapter, or the application of the provision to other

persons or circumstances, shall not be affected. ({Ord—6-1984Part 10551984

L ... ______ __________ ________ __ ___ __ ___ ____ ___ . _______________ ____ |
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| Article (1%))VI1II, Forms

16.04.300 Adoption by Reference. The County adopts the following forms and sections by reference:

WAC 197-11-960  Environmental Checklist.
197-11-965  Adoption notice.
197-11-970  Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS).
197-11-980  Determination of Significance and scoping notice (DS).
197-11-985  Notice of Assumption of lead agency status.

197-11-990  Notice of Action.  ({(Orc—6-1984Pare 11 §1-1084Y)

YCC Chapter 16.04 SEPA
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EXHIBITB
To
Ordinance 4-2012 Amendments to YCC Chapier 16.04 SEPA

This Exhibit documents the discussion and direction by the Board of Commissioners
following Iits May 29, 2012 public hearing on YCC Chapter 16.04. Amendments to Exhibif
A, as confirmed by the Board, are shown with red underlined new text, deletions with

blue strike-through-

YCC 16.04.230 Substantive Authority. Exhibit A repeats RCW 43.21C.020 in Subsection
@).

Direciion; Amend the Subsection 1o read as follows:

())& The County designates and adopts by reference the following policies as the basis for the County's
exercise of authority pursuant to this Section.

Exhibit B -Amendiments fo Crdinance 4-2012 Faoge 1



1) The County r reference the general polici f the State Fnvironmental Policy Act as set
forth in RCW 43.21C.010 and RCW 43.21C.020 in order to achieve the environmental goals of the

cgmmgg;g.

{3))({) The County adopts by reference the goals, policies and objectives in the following County plans,
codes, ordinances, and resclutions [...]

{Nofe: The remaining fext in this section is unchanged from previously proposed fext in Exhibit A.)

¥\ ORDINANCES\ Code simpiification project\SEPA\adoption ardinance\ Exibit B to Ord 4-2012 deliberation
directions.doc
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