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COVID-19 Case Rate Increasing in Yakima County
Yakima, WA- Yakima County has seen an increase in COVID-19 cases and the Yakima Health District
is urging individuals to take recommended precautions to remain safe. As of August 5, 2021, Yakima
County had a case rate of 374 per 100,000 and a hospitalization rate of 5.8 per 100,000 over the last 14
days. On Monday, the Yakima Health District reported a 14-day case rate of 274 cases per 100,000 and
5.0 hospitalizations per 100,000. Yakima County has not observed this type of COVID-19 activity since
January 2021.
As Yakima County continues to see this exponential increase in COVID-19 activity, it is critical that all
individuals immediately follow current public health recommendations to slow the spread of COVID-19.
Public Health Recommendations
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Get vaccinated for COVID-19 as soon as possible.
All community members should wear a mask when in public indoor settings.
All unvaccinated individuals should also wear a mask when in crowded outdoor settings.
Everybody should wash hands frequently and sanitize surfaces frequently.
Everybody should stay home if sick and if symptoms are COVID-19 like, get tested
immediately.

Quotes
“Every day we learn more about the coronavirus and must adapt. The delta variant is now predominant in
the state and more contagious than the older strains. In Yakima County, just like across the country, we’re
seeing a surge in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations. It’s crucial to follow public health
recommendations. We urge everyone, regardless of their vaccination status, to wear a mask in indoor
public settings. Get vaccinated and mask up.” -Dr. Neil L. Barg, Health Officer, Yakima Health District
“It is unprecedented in the history of medicine to be confronted with a disease that kills millions and then
you are handed what is essentially a miracle cure, yet this is the gift we were given with COVID. I am not
aware of a single patient that we have admitted at Yakima Memorial due to a complication of being
vaccinated, yet as I write this, we have 4 patients in the ER currently being admitted for COVID
complications. We are losing more members of our community every week to this disease and the
patients are getting younger mainly because this age group has lower vaccination rates. We’re all
interconnected and we owe it to each other to stop this deadly pandemic, please do your part and get
vaccinated!” Dr. Marty Brueggemann, Chief Medical Officer at Yakima Valley Memorial
Additional Information:
www.YakimaVaccines.org
Yakima County COVID-19 Testing
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