

Yakima County Superior Court
Electronic Evidence Policy for Cases that will not be Presented to a Jury
Due to the diverse nature of hearings and the specific evidentiary needs that may arise, it is imperative that both the court and those requesting assistance with electronic evidence communicate effectively to facilitate the smooth operation of electronic evidence presentations. Additionally, it should be noted, this policy only applies to cases that will not involve a jury.
Requirements and Procedure for Electronic Evidence
If the judge permits, prepare to share any electronic evidence that needs to be shared in court by storing it on a USB or Flash Drive and displaying it on your personal laptop during your hearing. 
1. The evidence presenter is responsible for:
· Ensuring all electronic evidence is on a single USB or Flash drive that includes ONLY the material they wish to have reviewed.
· Bringing their own laptop to court to present their electronic evidence. The court will supply a laptop if the presenter does not have one*.  
· Ensuring that all electronic evidence is in a format that the court can easily access. The use of proprietary software is not allowed. For example, the Court can use PDF and VLC (Video LAN Client, an open-source media player). 
2. Cell phones/tablets are not an acceptable format to use during court for electronic evidence. If this is the only format in which the evidence is available, your hearing may be reset at the court’s discretion.
3. If the presenter of the electronic information must use a court provided desktop, please review the instructions on how to use it, which are attached to this policy. Instructions can also be found on our website at Technology in the Courtroom | Yakima County, WA.
4.  *If a USB is offered to the court for review, the Clerk of court shall have the USB scanned before admitting it into the case. 
5. If the USB is admitted as evidence, the Clerk shall mark it accordingly. If only a portion of the evidence is admitted, the Court will create a record to specify what portion of the evidence is considered. 
6. Definition. For purposes of this rule, “electronic evidence” includes, but is not limited to, (1) digital or analog audio files, (2) digital or analog video files, and (3) digital or analog image files.
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