	Legislative Funding Workgroup Meetings

	Date:  7/1/2024
	Attendees:  Sheryl Howe (ODW), David Haws (Yakima County), Lisa Freund (Yakima County), Damon Roberts (ECY), Jocelyn Castillo (Yakima Health District), Shawn Magee (Yakima Health District), Monica Beltran (Yakima County), Eliel Cruz-Brito (ECY), Elizabeth Hyde (DOH), Cris Matochi (DOH)
Guest:  Holly Myers
Note Taker:  Katie Groeneveld

	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action Items
	Decisions

	1. YCPS (Monica/David) – update on signed RO applications, on the GVC/Independent contract, number of RO units ordered, Independent’s proposed installation schedule, and extended maintenance agreement plans.
	1. GVC/Independent contract was executed on June 25.
a. Independent was able to order 150 RO units by DOH’s June 30 funding cutoff.
b. The five-year draft maintenance proposal was sent in on time, but it’s not yet been discussed nor approved.
c. An escalation factor is built into the draft maintenance agreement; each year the maintenance cost would go up based on that factors.
2. Had 111 RO contracts signed.
3. We don’t know what the expected start date for the RO installation yet.  David figures that it would be a few months.
	1. 
	1. 

	1. YCPS (Monica) – Update on Culligan contract for RO maintenance – how many maintenance checks completed? Remaining?
	1. Unchanged. Still at 10 units completed. Over 20 still left to be serviced.
	1. 
	1. 

	1. YCPS (Monica) – phased mailings follow up: report out on phone calls to non-responsive households and canvassing update.
	1. Received a big response from their last canvassing time on June 29—about 50 percent of households were at home and/or accessible (no gates, dogs) versus the typical 30 percent contact rate.
2. Haven’t made too many calls lately due to holidays, and the emphasis on updating contact information and well data timely.
3. Made over 400 phone calls so far.
	1. 
	1. 

	1. YHD (Shawn and Kait) – summary of today’s conversation with Valley Environmental (describe their schedule to eliminate the backlog of home visits and QA/QC of work). What is their plan to work down our backlog, especially to households who’ve waited months for a visit?  How do you plan to explain the backlog to EPA on July 11, especially the households who’ve been waiting since February or March for a visit? What should canvassers tell households their wait time for a visit will be, especially if there’s indication of high nitrates? What will YHD do differently to manage demand moving forward?
	1. Valley Environmental have struggled to get out into the fields to do the onsite visits this last month.
2. Valley Environmental has hired one more tech.
3. YHD met with VE today and emphasized the importance of completing all fields of the site survey.
4. YHD has also added one more tech. However, they have turned over all home visits to VE.
5. YHD  has been trying to reach out to folks.
6. Valley Environmental goal is to do 20 per week, but hoping for 30.
7. They just got 70 more households added to their list this last week!
8. When staff are trying to call multiple times to the household, how are we keeping track of those calls and voicemails?
a. How do we explain this to EPA?
b. Kait will be moving columns around and/or adding more columns to really list each time they contact them.
c. Kait will make sure her staff is putting down each of the calls and voicemail.
d. For these phone calls, how many times should we be reaching out to them? 
9. When canvassing, how long should residents be told it will be before they would get contacted for a certified well test?
a. Answer: those with high test strip results are high priority. Households with low test strip results and households that request well testing absent a test strip are not considered a priority. It’s difficult to estimate the wait time; however, low priority households may wait two or more months for a home visit.
b. Holly, Kait, and Shawn will be meeting soon and will be talking about this.  
c. Need to be careful with what is said as this is not Kait and Shawn’s primary job.  We now have Valley Environmental and they are supposed to be doing about 20 a week at the lower amount and the plan is to get 30 done each week.
d. Holly: Is there a way that maybe vouchers can be given to folks to get a sample done without waiting for Kait and Shawn’s team?
e. We want to be respectful of everyone.
f. Kait’s understanding from original discussions was to do the high results ones within 30 days.
i. Note from Lisa to DOH:  Nowhere has it been stated that households at high risk would have to wait 30 days before receiving a certified test. Further, delaying bottled water to owner-occupied households (until a certified lab test is completed) does not comport with DOH’s Hazard Mitigation Plan, nor with what the agencies have committed to EPA in previous conversations. 
10. Funding is to do 666 households by June 30, 2025. Kait thinks that with 20 per week will get done by the end of June 2025.  With 30 per week, they would get done by April 2025.
11. Kait said that they have transitioned all of the well surveys and site assessments to go to Valley Environmental.
12. Valley Environmental will make a phone call to the household as long as it matches the county assessor.  They leave a message saying when they will be at the house to take a sample. Under this method VE is sampling wells without the homeowner always present. Later they call the homeowner to complete the survey. 
a. May need to look at the contract price per household visit, as VE is charging YHD less than the $300/home visit under the current contract. This would translate into more home visits than the original 666 visits agreed to.  
	1. 
	1. 

	1. YHD (Jocelyn) – Pilot Project – How many of the 47 homes have not signed up for an RO unit? Reasons for not responding? RE: EPA required tracking: What type of outreach have you pursued and how many total attempts have been made to reach these households?  How are you sharing your outreach effort record you’re conducting to YCPS?
	1. Out of the 48 homes, 36 of them have signed up or will be sending in their applications.  There are 14 that have not, due to:
a. 3 installed own treatment.
b. 3 continue to purchase bottled water.
c. 3 are concerned about the costs.
d. 2 homes are in the Anchor QEA service area.
e. 1 home wants to install whole house treatment.
f. 1 home doesn’t have enough space under the counter and will just continue to use bottled water.
g. 1 home found dioxin in their water.
2. Yakima County mailed out letters to the Pilot Program homes inviting them to receive a free RO system; Jocelyn followed-up with calls and voicemails.  She can confirm that everyone received at least 2 contacts.
3. Right now, it is cherry picking season, so Jocelyn and her team have called some evenings to reach folks.
	1. 
	1. 

	1. YHD (Jocelyn) – bottled water delivery update for Safe Water work. Is everyone with high test strip results either been offered and/or receiving water now?
	1. Lisa needs to get the invoice for the bottled water from Jocelyn to send it to DOH.
2. Enrolled 55 in the bottled water and 52 of them are getting it already.  The other 3 will be getting them on Monday.
3. Currently, all owner-occupied homes with high certified test results have been offered bottled water. Renters with high test strips are offered bottled water.
4. Four of the 55 are rentals.
	1. 
	1. 

	1. July Outreach Events (Eli)  – upcoming community events and plans to participate
	1. Several wanted to be present at the July 4th celebration, but people couldn’t make it.
2. There is an event on July 11th in Granger and several folks can make it there for the KDNA event.
	1. 
	2. 

	1. COEES position update (Holly)
	1. DOH is close to offering the COEES position.  
2. Reference checks are going well so far.
3. For the EP4, we now have 2 candidates to interview soon for it.
	1. 
	3. 

	1. Other?
	1. Leg Funding (Holly)
a. Need to make sure we are on the same path for spending the money.
b. Shawn is not on the call right now, so Kait doesn’t want to talk too much about things.  They will be meeting with Holly/Sheryl later to talk about what they are doing.
c. Rest of the conversation was put into Section 4 above.
	1. 
	1. 



Links to different Youtube videos and websites that can help us:
1. https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/health-wellness/environmental-health/drinking-water
2. DHW - Idaho Private Water Well Testing - YouTube
3. Spanish:  Pruebas de Agua de Pozos Privados - YouTube
4. Written:  WaterSampling_InfoSheet_FINAL_20230210 (idaho.gov)
5. https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ph/healthyenvironments/drinkingwater/sourcewater/domesticwellsafety/pages/resource-toolkit.aspx
6. Lower Yakima Valley groundwater - Washington State Department of Ecology
7. Interactive Map - Kings Water Alliance
8. Township Testing Schedule and Reports | Minnesota Department of Agriculture (state.mn.us)
9. Township Testing Program | Minnesota Department of Agriculture (state.mn.us)
