Teams Meeting, November 14, 2024 – Damon, Melanie, Heather, Eliel, Rob, Holly, Jeff, Anchee, Savannah, Rodney, David Haws, Lisa Freund, Obadiah, Yakima County Commissioner LaDon Linde, Jocelyn, Shawn, Kait, David Taylor
 
· 1:00-1:05: Introductions 

· 1:05 – 1:50: Group Roundtable - Agency share on activities they are working on. 
 
· Washington State Department of Agriculture – Obadiah shared inspections continue, and they are working on their irrigation management tool. Currently conducting lagoon assessments, to ensure they are ready for storm water and snow runoff. Ag hired a new GIS specialist.
· Washington State Department of Ecology - First round of sampling at WSU plot. Deep soil sampling and GW sampling took place. Prepping for county WSAC presentation – Power of partnerships. Integrating the different pieces and coordination of partners accomplishing tasks.  Eli working on Spanish translation of documents related to GWMA work, projects. Developing work plan for well decommission projects, possibly starting with Mabton. 
Community engagement slowing down a bit, Yakima Valley public library requested presentations on nitrate contaminants across the county. Likely to take place over the winter season throughout the county.
Heather – 2 new CAFO permits out for public comments, and a new CAFO permit inspector is coming to Ecology. 

· South Yakima Conservation District – Rodney and Savannah 
Met with Ecology and WSU on plot sampled alongside Ecology. Deep soil sampling (7 so far with 9 more to do for 6 landowners). Hiring for resource conservation technician program. New treatment plans underway including short addendum to facility plan and assisting in manure prevention plans. Attended South Central conservation commission meeting – Savannah received award!  Irrigation projects starting to wrap up, due to cold weather.
Moving irrigation projects along to improve technology (better efficiency and mobility for farm equipment impacts), waste transfer pipeline project. Attending Yakama Nation deep soil sampling demonstration.

· Yakima County Public Services –Yakima County (Lisa) and the state departments of Ecology (Melanie), Agriculture (Kyrre Flege), and Health (Andres Cervantes) will present on the “Power of Partnerships” at the annual Washington State Association of Counties (WSAC) next week in Vancouver. The presentation focuses on the history of the LYV GWMA, the work that’s been completed, and the importance of agency partnerships in completing the work.
Lisa -shared update on the number of households that have been contacted within the universe of 5600 private wells in the LYV GWMA. Sheshared a page with chart and detailed data. By Friday (tomorrow), 65 percent of all households on private and shared wells will have been contactedThe goal is to complete outreach to Phases 8 – 11. Yakima County intends to complete mailings to all households on private or shared wells by Jan 15, 2025.
. The County is testing the households that have responded to the recent mailings. County staff have completed 71 well tests to date Installed 53 RO units. 
Approximately 31 percent are above 10 mg/L. 

· Yakima Health District – Tested 400 samples 400 surveys complete so far. Ongoing response to previous mail outs. 676 request samples, see quarterly update numbers. Referred 184 to bottled water in total. Several declined resulting in 137. Provided 3,382 (5 gall water containers)
Kait – will pull group B nitrate data if it exists. 
Jocelyn- signed contracts for EJ grant to begin project work, starting early 2025. Communicated with YN on education/outreach through Heritage University for partnership. Local Yakima Valley Breastfeeding clinic working with safe water work to educate and support sensitive groups. 
Shawn – EPA asking about Group B updates, YHD developing a plan to coordinate with Group Bs (will they need $$ similar to individual wells on testing and treatment)? 144 group Bs. OSS new rule implementation will provide additional information on status and state of existing systems within the GWMA area. Making progress on this effort.
· Washington State Department of Health – Working with YHD on EJ grant, met with Granger food bank and will contract with them to serve as a source location for bottled water. Also talking with Ayae ?? to identify locations for bottled water pick up as well.
Rob – met with BFHD on safe water work in western Benton Co., working on feasibility study on possible water system consolidations. 
Working with EPA and YN on 11/25/24. 
DOH met with legislators on same farm exemption policy update. Concern is cost for farmers, DOH messaging is to ensure all employees are served safe and reliable water.
Jeff reminded of difficulty in the 1990’s when farmworker housing did not address DW and image was impacted.

· Washington Dairy Federation – David  Taylor, annual meeting upcoming. Back channel conversation with EPA – Dairy Fed shared the partnership is working with GWMA partners, heavy handed efforts by EPA is not helping. New regional EPA director likely to be from Idaho. Federation will encourage local collaboration. Budget items, are there any needs they should prepare for – budget requests for ongoing GWMA work.

· Tour of GWMA comments? Presentation at the tour was successful in describing and demonstrating the recommendations underway. At the end of the day, EPA asked that the conversation about next steps and anything missing from the plan be addressed in person at the EPA in person quarterly meeting. 
Damon – sent notes from the EPA quarterly meeting and hasn’t received any comments back. Notes will be shared once we receive comments from EPA.
EPA is allowing progress report from state leaders prior to embarking on next steps for a comprehensive plan.
Govs office and leaders of state agencies asked for time to report the progress of all recommendations prior to working on a comprehensive plan.


· 2:10 – 3:00:  Report for EPA – Annual progress reports for recommendations, due back to
Rob by 11/22/24 to enable us to share this detail on status of each recommendation.
Melanie – commenting on spreadsheet with all recommendations uploaded. Melanie noted that the chart shows updates and completion. 
Damon – supports using the chart as a tracking mechanism, prioritizing, budgeting, etc.
Holly – perhaps we should look at the recommendations not yet started or those in need of funding, to review before the next meeting and identify if there are funding asks available.
 	Be sure the report recommendations are clearly stated and include the objective to reduce 	
	Nitrate in GW. 
	Recommendations will not be changed, Objective, strategy and status

· Next meeting:  Thursday, December 12, 1:00-3:00 

