


DRAFT NOTES
LYV-GWMA Implementation 
Thursday, December 14, 2023
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Teams Meeting
Attendees: 
Damon Roberts, David Haws, Shawn Magee, Lisa Freund, Rodney Heit, Eliel Cruz-Brito, Cathrene Glick, Obadiah Sheriff, Kyrre Flege, Heather Patt, Melanie Redding, Ron Cowin, and Jocelyn Castillo

· [bookmark: _Hlk155163971]1:00-1:05: Introductions

· 1:05- 1:20:  Lisa Freund - Safe Water Program launch
All the materials are printed, translated and we are nearly ready for our first mailing (Phase 1 of 7 -Roughly between Granger and Outlook north of these two areas) which will occur on January 16, 2024.

Jocelyn and Lisa met with EPA to identify who will respond to calls from residents on the Yakima Reservation when they find out that we’re offering free well testing, free bottled water, and free RO systems.  EPA has assigned Kate Abiz to respond and YCPS will refer calls to her. We will post her contact information on our website, at the very least her email. We will also track where on the Nation those calls are coming from. 

Also, during this conversation with the EPA, they indicated they do not want us to conduct any outreach to addresses that are within the dairy cluster.  We’ve removed 12 of those addresses. If we get calls from the residents in the dairy clusters, we will also refer them to Kate. 

Commissioner Linde – there is a letter that will go out to all the area newspapers alerting people to the fact that we’re launching this outreach in the GWMA and encouraging people to participate. It will be going out in English/Spanish. Tuesday we’re also sending out a news release about the kickoff. 

· 1:20- 2:10:  Damon Roberts
· Legislative Briefing – We’re trying to get this together for mid to late February, using a hybrid platform.  The slideshow for the previous briefing was attached in Sheryl’s email/agenda. We need to decide what we want to cover. If we want to primarily focus on the work that we’ve done, but I’d like to hear everyone’s thoughts on what we should focus on at this briefing. My thoughts are on the work that’s being done and the proposals. 
· Lisa: I agree with you, given that there’s new legislators there needs to be a brief history but that’s not the focal point. One item this group has grappled with is the sustainability of any of our plans. Example: Our outreach installing RO’s and getting bottled water to folks, ongoing maintenance is going to be an issue. This would be a good avenue to at least plant the seed that we’re looking for sustainability and looking to the state to help solve that. 
· Damon: If there’s any section in that PowerPoint that’s attached that’s typically yours, please edit those sections that you want to brief and get those to Sheryl and you can CC me on that. She’ll be putting together a lot of the PowerPoint for the next briefing. 
· Lisa asked about placeholder dates. 
· Damon: We will try to get something out by the end of next week.
· Dave Taylor: The question I would have for you is outside of the funding that was already included in the governor's capital budget, is there any additional funding that someone in one of the agencies will be asking for? 
· Damon: Rodney is here so he may be able to speak to that. Otherwise, none that I am aware of currently. 
· Dave: The only reason I ask is if there are any of that type of funding requests or legislative actions, I think the briefing needs to happen before the February cutoff dates. So, if there’s something specific that’s separate from the governor's budget, then we probably need to brief that separately and early. 
· Damon: Just going to put it out to the group then. Is there anything else that we would want to brief them on separately? 
· No response/feedback.
· Damon asked Rodney if there was anything from the conservation district in this budget cycle for the GWMA. 
· Rodney: The portion that’s funded is through WSDA’s grant for the deep soil sampling portion of the GWMA work. We do have a couple other funding sources from the commission that are coming down and revenue through the NRCS that we are working on currently. Also, some IRA funding work coming up in March/April – Submitting additional projects that would qualify that are in the GWMA. Other than that, nothing specific to the GWMA. 
· Updates to the powerpoint for legislative briefing due to Sheryl by: January 26, 2024 Please cc Damon, too.

· WSEHA panel presentation on April 30, 2024.  This is an in-person event in Yakima.  Please send Sheryl speaker bios by end of January.  Title of the panel is Lower Yakima Valley Groundwater Management Area – Implementation Update

· May Open House
The group discussed nailing down a date and location for this meeting event. Wanting a location that is central and easy to get to. Jocelyn mentioned she has a couple of locations in mind. Mentioning the Sunnyside community center (has a reservation fee) and will update the group on other possible locations. Recommended avoiding Mondays and Fridays. Group will set up a planning meeting for this. Please send Sheryl an email about who will be attending from your organization and the topics you plan to cover. 

· Narrative and Status of Implementation Actions – One of the attachments in the email Sheryl sent out was the recommended actions and latest update. That is out there for review. 

· 2:10– 2:55: Group Roundtable - Agency share on activities they are working on.
· South Yakima Conservation District
· Savanna 
Projects moving along slowly due to weather. Exciting news – Irrigation Efficiencies Grant Program (IEGP). This was previously not available for our district. This grant will allow us more options to do more projects. We’ve contacted some landowners who previously put in applications with us and said they were interested in cost-share. Hopefully, they will be selected, and we’ll be able to get started on those projects by July 1st.  We will have about one year to complete them. 
Working on our upcoming outreach activities. Hitting a list of landowners and starting northeast of Sunnyside and compiling names and addresses of landowners who have irrigated acreage of 5 acres or more. Will get an outreach letter put together, information about our deep soil sampling, along with other planning information that we can send to them. See what they might be interested in. Still compiling a lot of information and will hopefully be sending this out within a month or two. 

· Yakima County Public Services covered in Lisa’s update at the beginning of meeting. As a highlight, our focus has been the legislative funding grant and getting letters out. 
· 
· Yakima Health District
· Shawn & Jocelyn
Shawn - We’re gearing up for working in partnership with the county to respond to the mailings and do nitrate test strips. Go out and get lab samples and doing the well user surveys. We currently took peoples information at some of the community meetings. Have several site visits set up from that. Hopefully will be getting more responses from the mailers. 

Jocelyn - A lot of updates to share for today’s meeting. This month we have been focusing our efforts on working with Yakima County with water sampling that is going to start next week. We’ll be helping with collecting samples for nitrate and coliform. Then last week we met with Lisa to talk more about the distribution of bottled water. We will be providing water to households that have nitrate levels higher than the mcl.   We will provide bottled water delivery for 3 months while they wait to get an RO system installed. This will provide us more time to engage with the households and provide more information and education – hopefully increasing their receptiveness to having a treatment system installed. We also met with Dean from FOTC to discuss some of the funding they have available. Overall, a really good conversation. Will be touching base with Lisa and others in that legislative workgroup to talk about how we can potentially partner with them to be able to provide more treatment systems to the LYV/GWMA. 

· Washington State Department of Agriculture
· Kyrre Flege - 
We’re excited about the new year, a ¼ of the way into our newly funded agricultural nitrate source reduction project at the Department of Ag. Also got some of our positions filled. 
Outreach and talking about that project is a priority for us. We will have several opportunities to talk about this with the community at several conferences coming up in Yakima. 
We’re also starting to talk with producers about new resources available and what the state is working on. Hoping to have a strong presence at the community open house coming up to talk about this project and available resources and support systems. 
Decision support tools are one of the biggest components of that project. We will be putting the tools in the hands of producers and growers both big and small. 
A couple of cool projects, the deep soil sampling that Rodney and Savanna mentioned. That’s a proven outreach and decision support tool and we’re excited to expand that to a lot of the growers in the community. The other one that we’re working on now is fertilizer guidance for crop growers. 

· Washington State Department of Ecology
· Melanie, Heather & Damon
Melanie – In a transition phase between the Storymap and gearing up to do our annual sampling in the spring and we’re working on trying to get our land use and groundwater project up and going. Also looking for more engaging ways to do outreach. 
Heather – Approved the Pollution Prevention Plan for dairies southeast of Sunnyside. They should be issuing public notice there soon. 
Groundwater monitoring plans are still being reviewed by Ecology, hopefully, we will get those completed soon. I did send out an annual report reminder to all my permittees and included a link to Melanie’s Storymap and to be sure to have their groundwater tested and a link to the county website. 

Damon – There’s a couple of recommended actions that we’re moving forward on. We pulled the data for the NPDES permitting. We’ll be updating the group at a future meeting, likely in February. There’s an additional recommended action that we’re starting to move forward on. That is the abandoned wells. We’ve got a team formed here from WQ and WR (water resources). Maybe there is a way for EAP to help. The question I have for David – Is there anything in the Yakima Co database that can help us out to identify abandoned wells. We will follow up on that. The other piece is more specific to the drinking water program – but some of you received a communication plan for those activities that Emily sent out. If you could get the comments back soon, we’re going to try to wrap this up before you go live with it. Get this info to both State ELT (executive team) so they get better understanding when they get questions from different levels of different agencies. Thank you, Lisa, I know you’ve already provided comments. That sums it up from here.  

· 2:55:  Other? 
· Next meeting:  Thursday, February 8, 2024.
· Adjourn









