DRAFT NOTES
LYV-GWMA Implementation Committee 
Thursday, March 14, 2024
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Teams Meeting




· 1:00 pm – Introductions 




· 1:05 pm - Presentation by Dept of Ecology, Damon Roberts & Matthew Durkee
· NPDES data presentation – 
Presentation will be posted here when available:  Lower Yakima Valley Groundwater Management Area Safe Drinking Water Initiative | Yakima County, WA

· 1:45 pm - Presentation by Department of Agriculture, Kyrre Flege & Obadiah Sheriff
· Ag – YANSR update – 
Lower Yakima Valley Groundwater Management Area Safe Drinking Water Initiative | Yakima County, WA   

· Sheryl Howe, upcoming events for committee members to share the work we are doing:
· Heritage University panel – March 22nd
· WSEHA Panel – April 30th 
· Open House May 29th – location TBD in the LYV.

· Group Roundtable –
· South Yakima Conservation District
· The QAPP for Deep Soil Sampling is now complete.
· SYCD's recent hire accepted another position elsewhere, unfortunately. We will repost our job description for a Resource Conservation Technician.
· We received funding for two irrigation projects through WSCC's Irrigation Efficiencies grant. Both projects involve converting from rill and partial wheel line irrigation to pivot irrigation. One of the projects (~150 acres) had a rill/furrow irrigation system that discharged tailwater with sediment into an irrigation ditch, causing soil erosion and nutrient loss to surface water. The other project (~22 acres) has experienced issues with failed crops due to too little water. Both properties will greatly benefit from pivots to increase water use efficiency and alleviate other resource concerns.
· We have one application so far to be submitted for WSCC's Sustainable Farms and Fields Alternative Manure Management program. The project will utilize over two miles of underground waste transfer piping to carry manure wastewater to cropland for nutrient application via irrigation. This will significantly reduce the number of trips tanker wagons take hauling liquid or slurry nutrients to fields and reduce fuel consumption, which also results in greenhouse gas emission reductions. 

· Yakima County Public Services
1. Continuing work on the Legislative Funding Project.
1. Total Returned Nitrate Test Strip as of 3/15/2024 is 80.
1. Completed our first door to door campaign on March 16. 
1. Latest numbers and report on the project is being updated weekly and can be found on the GWMA website main page: https://www.yakimacounty.us/541/Groundwater-Management

· Yakima Health District
· Washington State Department of Agriculture
· Washington State Department of Ecology
· Washington State Department of Health  
· Working on position descriptions for community engagement specialist and GWMA coordinator to recruit and hire for July 1 with the additional $1 million in the legislative budget.  We will ask our partners to participate in interviews for these positions.  
· We continue to work on the same farm exemption and our next step is to communicate with the agribusinesses using the same farm exemption on the proposed changes. EPA expects DOH to complete statewide assessment of ag industries meeting the definition of a public water system.

Next meeting:  Thursday, April 11, 1:00-3:00



