 Draft Notes
LYV-GWMA Implementation Committee 
Thursday, May 9, 2024
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Teams Meeting


· 1:00-1:05: Introductions







Heather Pat
Rodney Heit
Shawn Magee 
Holly Myers
David Haws
Lisa Freund
Caitlin McConkey 
Emily Tasaka 
Eliel (Eli) Cruz-Brito 
LaDon Linde
Kyrre Flege
Jocelyn Castillo
Obadiah Sheriff
David Taylor
	Savannah Crnick
Jeff Johnson


· 1:05 – 2:00 
· Eliel - Open House May 29th – Secured the location. Flyers are being finalized. Working on all the technical side of things to get everything nailed down. Obadiah and I will be going all around the lower valley to post the flyers. Hoping to get on the radio (KDNA) that morning to promote the event – looking for someone who is willing to hop on the radio and say some things about the event. 
· Lisa Freund – Recommend promoting event in the newspapers/online print.
· Emily will draft a press release going over the details of the event.
· DOH will create a Facebook event page for this event.
· Emily T. - Quarterly Newsletter – update  
· Sheryl – The PD’s have been finalized and approved and are in HR to write the actual announcement that will be released. Expecting that in two weeks. 
· Holly – Want to have people on board by July. Hiring a coordinator that Sheryl will be able to overlap with and a COEES position. I’ve put some holds on calendar dates for interviews. 
· Sheryl – When the recruitments are ready to go out, I’ll share them with this group. 
· All –  Kotek hears groundwater contamination concerns in eastern Oregon | kgw.com

· 2:00– 2:55: Group Roundtable - Agency share on activities they are working on.
· South Yakima Conservation District
· Rodney / Savannah – We have done some informal chats with four different applicants for our Resource Conservation Technician. Hoping to have formal interviews here soon. 
· Did a soil demonstration, installation monitoring demonstration with Ecology and WFDA for the Ag Water Quality Committee – in Prosser at the Irrigated Ag Facility.  
· Still working on the same projects, staying busy. 

· Yakima County Public Services
· Lisa – We are four months into this campaign. We are ahead of schedule for the mailings. The response rate is about 15%. For the ones we are not hearing back from, we are going door to door. As harvest progresses, we may need to move to Sunday’s for the door to door outreach. 
· We have gone to 266 households since March. Contact made at 93 houses. No contact at 173. At the no-contact, we left information on a card at their door including how to get a hold of us. 

· Yakima Health District
· Shawn – We are getting through our well user surveys, keeping up on this as best as we can. Entering our busy season. 
· Working on the septic system action item (action item #12) – hoping to have more talking points and updates for this in the near future.  
· Jocelyn – Continuing to sign households up for the bottled water service. Do have 9 households decline the service as they are buying bottled water on their own. 
· Quite busy with a PFAS sampling project that we are undertaking for Selah residents. 

· Washington State Department of Agriculture
· Kyrre – We are starting to establish the nitrate source control team and Melanie and I got to do a tour with a couple visits. Starting with Washington State Environmental Health Association conference – we were able to give a panel presentation to raise awareness around this project. We also spoke with some crop consultants. 

· Washington State Department of Ecology
· Emily – Newsletter update: Spanish translation back, we have two versions of the newsletter I am finalizing now. 
· Heather Pat – Just came back from national CAFO meeting in Kansas city last week where we met all of the states that wanted to attend. Talked about our CAFO permits and their challenges. I presented about the groundwater monitoring requirements for the CAFO permit. Was told Washington was the lead for groundwater monitoring in Ag. 



· Washington State Department of Health
· In March, EPA asked us to reach out to Yakama Nation. We had our first meeting last week – trying to get clarity on what they need from us. They were clear that mailing wouldn’t be as effective, they think door to door outreach would be better. We agreed to meet monthly. We reached out to the EPA to see what testing data they have. Received that last week. They asked if Lisa & David have parcel and well data we could share. David confirmed they have parcel data. Lisa mentioned that the tribe should have the well data. We’ll keep everyone updated. 
· Holly – EPA has asked us to make sure we are communicating with agricultural entities that meet the criteria for the safe drinking water act. We have updated our internal policy for the same-farm exemption and it will go out for public comment soon. 
· Sheryl – trying to put together manuals for the two positions we have coming on. Next week will be giving a talk at Gonzaga.  Spokane Bar Association is hostin first annual Eastern Washington Law Conference – Eric Webber from Landau is giving a presentation on the legal structures of GWMA’s. I will give a brief update of the work we are doing for GWMA water quality and he will be giving an overview of water quantity. 
· Sheryl has started the quarterly report to EPA and will be sending it around for agency updates the week of June 10th.  It is due to EPA on June 26th.
 

· Next meeting:  Thursday, June 13, 1:00-3:00







