YAKIMA COUNTY NOXIOUS WEED BOARD
1213 S 18th Street

YAKIMA, WASHINGTON 98901
                                                                                                                                           
                                 
 Jeff Knutson
                                                  





           Coordinator for Yakima County

                                                                                                                                                                             Noxious Weed Board 









                                                  509-574-2180


Date: ___________________________________________________

TO: _____________________________________________________

       _____________________________________________________


  

Dear Landowner or Lessee:  
Early detection of invasive species is critical in controlling and preventing their spread. 
The WSDA identified Sunflower Broomrape,  (Orobanche cumana) In Yakima County. The first confirmed infestation in North America was reported in Yakima, Washington, in October 2025.  This plant is very invasive and detrimental to crops in our region. The  WSDA has requested an emergency listing on the State Noxious Weed List as a Class A. meaning mandatory eradication.  

Yakima County Noxious Weed Board is working with landowners to protect land and agriculture from invasive plants. 
Orobanche cumana is known to affect Sunflower as a primary host, however, has been found to affect secondary hosts including Tomato ( solanum Lycopersicon), as well as the daisy family, Asteraceae; and the sage family Artemisia., 
We are working to survey for (and possibly treat) this plant at no cost to the landowner. We need your written permission to do so.  Please fill out and return the attached page.   

We are here to assist you and to answer your questions, please feel free to call 509-574-2180.  
Please see enclosed information. Thanking you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 
Sincerely,
Susan Bird
Susan Bird 

Project Coordinator & Outreach Specialist

Yakima County Noxious Weed Control

1213 S. 18th St. Yakima Wa 98901

susan.bird@co.yakima.wa.us
509-945-3357 cell

509-574-2180 office

Jeff Knutson, Program Manager. 
509-945-3179

Jeff.knutson@co.yakima.wa.us
JK: sb
