New Agenda Item January 14, 2026:

Mary Schuler – Yakima County Planning Commission Candidate

Intro to Board (Keith – handoff to Chair)

1. Discussion (Chair Mayo)

2. PC Questions/Discussion

3. PC Motion to Recommend Mary Schuler to be confirmed by the Yakima County Board of County Commissioners to a four year term 
4. Motion and Vote can be deferred to January 28th virtual meeting

5. Motion: (Chair to entertain).  
6. Motion by:

7. Motion Seconded:

8. Discussion
9. Vote
a. Vote Yay __

b. Vote Nay __
Possible Planning Commissioner Candidate Questions
1.  Tell us about yourself.

2.  Why do you want to serve on the County Planning Commission?

3.  What are the most important issues you feel should be considered when reviewing a land use proposal?

4.  Can you tell me what some of your personal views on current development in the Yakima Valley are?

5.  Can you set aside those personal views while reviewing comp plan amendments or other land use proposals?

6.  What are your views on the Growth management Act?

Appendix A:

Key provisions of WA. State and Yakima County:

Yakima County Code: 

§ 2.16.100Organization.At its first meeting in January of each year the planning commission shall organize by electing a chairman and vice-chairman to serve for a period of one year. The planning commission may appoint standing or special committees to each of which it may assign specific responsibilities and authority provided only that such committee shall make no recommendations except to the planning commission.

(Vol. X p. 576 §10, 1965)
§ 2.16.070Rules.The planning commission shall adopt its own rules and regulations governing the conducting of its internal affairs provided that such rules and regulations shall not be in conflict with state law or county resolutions.

(Vol. X p. 576 §7, 1965)
§ 2.16.080Terms of Office and Appointments.
The terms of office for members of the county planning commission shall be for four years. Members of the planning commission shall be appointed by the chairman of the board of county commissioners with the approval of the board, provided that each member of the board shall submit to the chairman a list of nominees residing in his commissioner district and the chairman shall make his appointments from such list so that as nearly as is mathematically possible, each commissioner district shall be equally represented on the planning commission; provided, however, that members of the heretofore existing planning commission whose terms have not expired as of the date of the ordinance codified herein are appointed as members of the planning commission and shall serve out the full term of office to which they were appointed.

(Vol. X p. 576 §8, 1965)

State of Washinton:

RCW 36.70.030 establishes that the board of county commissioners may create a planning commission of not less than five nor more than eleven members appointed by the county legislative authority.

RCW 36.70.040 addresses terms of office—members serve four-year terms, with initial appointments staggered so terms don't all expire simultaneously. Members serve until their successors are appointed and qualified.

RCW 36.70.050 covers vacancies and removal. Members may be removed for cause after a public hearing. Vacancies are filled for the unexpired term.

