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Yakima County’s Comprehensive Plan Update – 2046

Chapter 2 – Natural Setting 
Chapter 3 – Natural Hazards

Best Available Science 
Update 2026

Critical Area 
Ordinance 
Title 16C

Shoreline 
Master 

Program 
Title 16DFlood Hazard 

Management 
Title 22

Monitoring & Adaptive 
Management

High-Definition Change 
Detection

Climate Change

Resiliency and 
Sustainability



Best Available Science

The “Why?” 

GMA, SMA and CFR Requirements

The 2004 BAS Report has served Yakima County 
for two decades. In that time, the scientific 
understanding of critical areas has advanced 
substantially, climate change has emerged as a 
central planning concern, and the regulatory 
landscape has evolved with new requirements 
including HB 1181. The 2026 Update will bring 
Yakima County's critical areas protections into 
alignment with current science and law, 
supporting both the Horizon 2046 Comprehensive 
Plan and the Critical Areas Ordinance revisions. 

• Best Available Science (BAS) applies to both GMA and SMA – 
Standalone

• Climate Change (i.e., Resiliency and Sustainability) adaptation now 
required across all frameworks – Chapter 3

• Monitoring and Adaptive Management applies to SMA and VSP, 
GMA through, and in, BAS

And now, for the rest (18 pages) of the story…(Paul Harvey)

• https://integrated GMA SMA Flood BAS Climate Integration and 
Compliance
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Best Available Science 
Update 2026

~395-pages, 3 Appendices, 
20+-member Science 

Advisory Group w/ 
30+Subject Matter Experts, 

BAS Portal
(Final, October 2026)

~303-pages, 3 Appendices, 
18-member Science Advisory 

Group (March 2004)
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Analysis Depth 

Tier 3 publications receive the full 6-phase Chapter Analysis treatment: 
1. Comprehensive bibliographic and methodological documentation 
2. Extended subsection narratives (400-600 words per subsection) 
3. Complete cross-reference mapping across all 13 chapters 
4. Inline citation integration for direct quotation support 
5. Regulatory compliance crosswalk (GMA, WAC, HB 1181) 
6. Gap identification and acquisition recommendations 

REVIEW CHECKLIST │ 
 
║ │ □ Citation accurate and complete 
║ │ □ Chapter mapping appropriate  
║ │ □ Confidence rating justified  
║ │ □ Narrative coherent and accurate 
║ │ □ Cross-references identified   
║ │ □ Regulatory flags correct 

GOVERNANCE PRINCIPLE 

Automation assists the BAS Update process; it does not control it. All scientific analysis, findings, 
narratives, and source selections are directed and approved by the Science Advisory Group and 
Long-Range Planning. The entire project is overseen and directed by Yakima County.   



QUESTIONS?
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