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This training was developed by the Yakima Regional Stormwater Working Group (RSWG) for
the purpose of providing greater community awareness and understanding of the causes and
effects of stormwater pollution; and provide guidance on how to manage stormwater
appropriately, in an effort to reduce or eliminate the pollution within our water ways.

 What is Stormwater?
 What is an Illicit Discharge?
 Possible Sources for Pollution
 Allowable Non-Stormwater Discharges
 Vehicle Washing and Fueling
 Outdoor Storage
 Waste Containers and Drum management
 Vehicle Parking Lots
 Grounds Maintenance and Conservation Management
 Good Housekeeping
 Preventive Maintenance
 Spill Prevention and Response
 Illicit Discharge Detection and Reporting

 Stormwater is untreated water, created from rain or melting snow

that does not soak into the ground, but runs into nearby waterways
through stormwater facilities.

 stormwater does not flow into a wastewater treatment systems, it

flows directly into our surface or ground waters.

 What we do on the land affects the water quality and the habitat of

our creeks, lakes, and rivers. It also affects our quality of life, our
wildlife, and our recreation.
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Everyone Depends on Clean Water

 Illicit Discharge is any discharge of pollutants or non-storm

water materials allowed to enter the storm sewer systems from
overland flows or direct dumping of materials into a catch
basin.

 Examples of Illicit Discharge: Sand and Dirt from construction

sites washing into drains, Dumping Toxic Chemicals into drain,
Chemical and Fuel Spills, overuse of Fertilizers and Pesticides,
and Trash not picked up allowed to go into drains.

 Sediment generated by construction activities that can be washed into the

storm drains.

 Sediment is the number one source of pollution to our rivers and streams.

 Construction waste and litter that can be washed into the storm drains if

not picked up on a regular basis.

 Improper disposal of liquids such as cleaning solutions, chemicals, or other

types of liquid waste drain into storm drains.

 Chemicals that may spill during shipping and receiving operations as a

result of an accidents.

• Spills of fuel that can occur during the filling of equipment or storage

tanks.

• Fertilizers and pesticides used in agriculture, if application rates and

timing of applications are inappropriate, or if spills of these chemicals
occur and are not properly contained and cleaned up.

• Chemicals, salt, and sand used on the streets and parking areas to

melt snow during the winter months may be carried to the storm
drains.

• Spills and leaks on parking lots from parked vehicles flowing into

storm drains during rain storms.

• You must exercise caution when washing vehicles. Soap, oil,

and other types of harmful chemicals may be washed off.

• It is recommended that you wash your vehicle on permeable

pavement or off the main road way where the water can
not run into a storm drain or directly into a water way.
Example: On Grass.

• When fueling vehicles exercise caution to prevent spills. If a

spill occurs, take action. Prevent it from flowing into a drain
by containing it and then clean it up immediately. If it is a
major spill and you need cleanup assistance, you can either
call Yakima County Public Services at (509) 574-2300 or
email us at: PublicServicesIllicitDischarge@co.yakima.wa.us

 Examine your parked vehicle for leaks. If a leak is discovered place

absorbent material under the leak or a bucket of some type. If your
vehicle is a fleet vehicle, report the issue immediately.

 Fuel and chemical storage tanks should be inspected periodically for the

presence of leaks. If a leak of fuel is discovered, place absorbent or a
bucket under the leak. If the leak is chemical, contact a professional to
inspect and contain the leak.

 Sand and Soil stockpiles should be kept far away from storm drains to

prevent rain and snow from melting and washing particulates into the
storm system.

• Trash cans and dumpsters should be periodically checked to prevent

overfilling and possible trash washing into a drain. Trash should never
be pilled outside any trash receptacle.

• Water from rinsing out dirty trashcans is an Illicit Discharge and should

not be allowed to enter storm drains. Rinse in a cleaning pit area that
allows for appropriate discharge of dirty water (i.e. Janitor Closet).

• Regularly check dumpster to ensure that the lids are closed and the

dumpsters are in good condition.

• If dumpsters are found that have leaks or do not close properly, waste removal

contractors must be notified that repair or replacement of the damaged items is
necessary.

• Chemical storage drums (empty and full) should be properly sealed

with covers to prevent leaks. Preferably stored in a secondary
containment area.

• Even if none of the above items are your responsibility to maintain, it

is your responsibility to report an observed issue.

Parking lots are a major contributor of storm water
pollution. Mainly because sand, dirt, oil and other
chemicals from cars are washed off the parking lot and
into the storm drain after rainfall.

WHAT CAN I DO?
• Construction, business, and civilian personnel; if you see possible illicit

discharges from your car, inform your manager and/or take necessary
measures by containing it, preventing it from going into a storm drain.

• Parking lots need to be periodically swept to prevent the buildup of

sand, dirt and other debris. Care must also be taken while sweeping to
ensure materials are not swept into the storm drains.

• Snow needs to be placed in locations that are far away from storm

drains as possible, preferably on dirt or grassy surfaces.
•

This allows the snow to melt and soak into the ground rather then melt
and wash sand, dirt, oils, and other toxins into the storm drain.

• Only use the amount of fertilizer and pesticides

recommended through a soil test. Overuse leads to
additional water consumption and the chance that the extra
fertilizer or pesticides used will be washed off into our storm
drains, lakes, rivers and streams.

• Ensure pesticides and fertilizers are not inadvertently placed

in gutters, on sidewalks, or on streets. Water can wash the
chemicals placed on these surfaces into our storm drain
system.

• Clean up spills or report it immediately if you need assistance.

• Do not over water grass surfaces. Use only the amount of water

needed. Over watering is wasteful and could lead to erosion of the soil
into our drains.

• Ensure sprinklers are properly adjusted to only water grass and other

vegetation. Watering the sidewalks and streets can lead to sediments
and or chemicals flowing into storm drains.

• Pickup grass clippings. Do not sweep them into a storm drain or allow

them to be washed in after rainfall.

• Clean fallen leaves from gutters and around storm drains before they

enter into the storm drain.

GOOD HOUSEKEEPING
• Make sure that no stormwater discharges from a buildings gutters

directly into a storm drain.

• Make sure that spill response equipment is prepared and readily

available in areas where a spill or leak might occur.

• Report spills Immediately.
• Clean up any spills quickly.
• Clean the floors and do not allow the wash water to discharge outside
• Use biodegradable cleaning solvents whenever practical.

• Routine sediment/debris removal and surface cleaning of storm water inlet

grates:

• Inlets require a monthly documented inspection to ensure that they are not plugged

up with debris, and there is not the potential for an illicit discharge down them.

• If a plugged storm inlet is discovered document the problem and use the map to

identify the location of the offense. If the problem is small like trash, pick it up. For
large problems inform your supervisor.

• Routine inspection of storm water outlets for dry weather discharges.
• Routine inspections of equipment and chemical storage.
• Regular maintenance of equipment to prevent leaks from occurring.

• If you see the potential for an illicit discharge down one of our storm drains do

what you can to help prevent it. Whether that’s picking up trash you see on the
ground or informing management about a spill.

SPILL / ILLICIT DISCHARGE
PREVENTION & RESPONSE

• Clean all small spills and leaks, and report significant spills immediately!
• Always document spills and the location of the occurrence.
• If spill is found entering a storm drain, document the drain number and

report it for quicker location response.

• When transporting potentially hazardous liquids use caution.
• Make sure the lid is on and tightened on chemical and fuel containers.

• Keep a vigilant eye for possible spills.
• REMEMBER, spills are caused, they do not just happen!

• 1.

If a spill or illicit discharge is observed, notify:
Yakima County Public Services at (509) 574-2300 or email us
at: PublicServicesIllicitDischarge@co.yakima.wa.us

• 2.

If you believe it is Hazardous Material? Call 911

• 3.

If you are not sure, call or email me (Eric Geary) @
(509) 574-2355 or eric.geary@co.yakima.wa.us

A) Water from your hose.
B) Untreated water created by rain or melting snow that runs into
nearby waterways or storm drains.
C) Waste water that is allowed to flow into our creeks and rivers.
D) Flows from sinks and toilets inside buildings into the storm
water system.

2. WHAT IS THE FIRST THING YOU SHOULD
DO IF YOU SEE A PLUGGED STORM INLET
LIKE THIS ONE?

A) Go get a broom and sweep it out.
B) Document the location and problem, and report it.
C) Ignore it.
D) Block off the inlet completely to prevent additional pollution into
drain.

A) Any discharge of pollutants or non-stormwater materials that
is allowed to enter the storm drain.
B) Any pollution discharge that is not authorized.
C) Snow melting
D) Uncontaminated pumped groundwater

Storm drains flow directly to a sanitary sewer system that go to
a treatment plant?

Used motor oil is the number one pollution source for our water
ways.

Stormwater is natural and harmless because it consists of just
rain water and melting snow.

7. HOW CAN YOU CUT DOWN ON
STORMWATER POLLUTION FROM LAWN
CARE?
A)

Don't over water

B)

Cut back on pesticide and fertilizer use

C)

Pickup and dispose of grass clippings and leave

D)

Cover piles of dirt being used in landscaping
projects, and ensure that they are away from drain

E)

All of the Above

Clean water is everyone's responsibility?

1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B, FALSE – Storm drains flow directly into our lakes, rivers,
and streams.
5. B, FALSE – Though motor oil is a serious source of
pollution to area waterways, sediment is actually the
#1 source of pollution to our water ways.
6. B, FALSE – Rain and snow melt by itself are natural and

harmless. But what they can pick up as they flow
over impervious surfaces is not so harmless.

*Starting to see a pattern?
7. E
8. A, TRUE – It is everyone’s!

